CHAPTER VIII.
THE   PERSISTENCE  OP  FORCE.
EVERY particle of matter lias inherent in it certain Forces of which it can never be deprived. The total amount of Force or Aggregative Power in the universe is thus always a fixed quantity. This principle may be known as the Persistence of Force. It must be carefully distinguished from the opposite principle of the Conservation of Energy, to which the same name has been frequently but most incorrectly applied.
Every mass tends always to attract every other mass, and cannot be deprived of this tendency. The tendency may be masked for awhile by the intervention of other masses, as when a loose stone stands on the top of a wall, or by the presence of an Energy, as when the moon circles round the earth, or a ball is shot from a cannon; but it cannot be got rid of: for as soon as the stone topples over with the wind it falls to the ground at once; as soon as the ball partstinuous	Continuous
